Seabreeze High School

SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

February 8, 2010
· Janet Dannehower: called meeting to order at 6:05PM.  Good evening to all and Thank you for coming. I am going to turn this meeting over to Mr. Wallace

·  Mr. Wallace:  Thank you all for coming and welcome Ortona’s Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Kristen Strang.
· We had our Curriculum Fair on February 3rd.  It was a great success.  Both OBMS and Hinson sent out parentlink messages to their students regarding the event. Faculty did a great job showcasing their subject areas.  It was well received by all who attended.   We also had several seminars that evening.  
· Surviving 9th grade, Superintendent’s Diploma of Distinction, PASS.  All were well attended.

· FCAT writing is February 9th.  FACT-R, FCAT-M, FCAT-S are March 9 through the 19th.  Ruthie Labno and I went into every junior English class to speak with the students regarding the FCAT-S.  NHS is doing a great job tutoring.  We have been on the cusp of an “A” but our bottom quartile keeps us from that A. We are looking into incentives to motivate the students. 
· Tim Huth: I have always appreciated everything Seabreeze does for their current and former students.  I was invited to the SDD luncheon in December for your 2009 graduates and it was a wonderful event.
· Teachers are faced with many challenges. We need to accept and move forward.  Teachers must focus on the classroom and the kids.

· Most of you probably attended the Town Meetings last year regarding the budget.  Education took a 54 million cut over 2 years.  Our message to legislators was NO MORE CUTS. I will outline the legislative update.
· Legislators need to hear from you.  Write to them, keep pressure on them.

· Class size amendment – for high school means 25 students to 1 teacher in core classes. Our question is what is the hard cap definition of this.  We need to understand exactly what we need to do – will we be penalized?  How do we accommodate mobility?  Look at the course code what classes can be changed from core to non-core?

· Graduation Standards – beginning 2011 9th graders will have new graduation requirements. More rigor will be added, there will be more specific classes and 1 online class as graduation requirements.

· Race to the Top – Federal Program based on accountability.  Deals with student achievement and rewards to teachers.
· Amendment 4 – Hometown Democracy.  Deals with expanding decisions from municipalities to a referendum. 

· FCAT- They want to raise the standard  2 to 3 and a 3 to a 3.5 for passing scores.  FCAT retakes on computers.  Schools must document that the student was able to take a practice test on the computer prior to the March administration date.  As of today schools have not been given any information on how this is to be done.

· End of Course Exams – Statewide.  Better identifying students success in their core classes.  Test is taken on a computer. EOC exams are taken over a 2 week period.  SHS is a field test school for these exams.  We will be giving the Algebra test.  This will be phased in over several years. Still looking at the cost, processing and grading of these tests.

· HB81 – ESE Restraint / Seclusion (Timeout)

· Budget- Last year we received 8.1 million in stimulus funds and are set to receive the same.  (9-10 school year and 10-11 school year) The state however projects another shortfall next year of 1.2 to 1.4 billion.  Rumor has it that our share is 2.5% cut which means 9 million for Volusia County.   We need to get a message to our legislators to level funding and let us do our jobs.    

· Sherri Ladanyi Five Star Update: Still in the process of compiling all needed documents.  I sent out a mass email to all involved asking for missing item but we are pretty much on track. Mr. Wallace stated we are 1 of only 2 high schools to receive this award and he thanked Sherri, Marta and Lizanne for all of their hard work.
· DAC – Janet attended the meeting.  Dr. Smith was there to speak about the budget.  Big agenda item was the Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Update. Any suggestions for changes or updates need to be sent in by county mail no later than Thursday, February 11th.  
· Go to www.myvolusiaschools.com, 
· go to quicklinks 
· school board
·  resolutions & policies

·  school board policies
·  200-student pupil policy 208.  There is a form you need to complete for suggested updates.

· Next meeting is scheduled for March 8, 2010 in the Teachers Workroom, Main Office.  
· Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm 
