March 2, 2009
Dear  ………….,  

I am writing to voice my concern about the lack of adequate funding for education in Florida. The Constitution of the State of Florida specifically states that “the education of children is a fundamental value” of the people of this state and that it is your paramount duty, as lawmakers, to adequately provide funding for high quality education. Nationally, Florida ranked 50th in per capita spending for K-12 education prior to the recent budget cuts, which have caused even further reductions in programs and classroom personnel that directly impact our children. This might be interpreted to mean that you are not doing your job.

There are many potential sources of increased revenue for education that I would support. They include: elimination of sales tax exemptions including reductions to intangibles taxes, Senator Lynn’s proposed bill for collection of Internet/mail order sales tax revenue, an increase in tobacco and alcohol sales tax designated for education, and even the proposed 1% raise in general sales tax bill. Additionally, until strategies are implemented to fully fund education it is important to allow school districts maximum flexibility and local control to help maintain quality programs with the minimal funding allotted.
The manner in which Florida provides for the education of our children determines the quality of life for every Florida citizen and lays the foundation for the economic future of our state. Florida’s economic future looks bleak with a turnaround being years away. We can no longer count on current tax structure to fund education. Again, any action you take to fully fund education has my support now, and in the future. 
Sincerely,
